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TWIN LAKES PARK ATTENDANT
The County of Wetaskiwin No. 10 invites tenders for provision of all necessary equipment, labor, and 
transportation to perform parks maintenance and services for the Twin Lakes Park within the County of 
Wetaskiwin No. 10 and in accordance with the terms and conditions of the contract documents.  (Contract 
tender documents may be picked up at the County of Wetaskiwin Administration Offi ce.)
Tenders must be received by the County of Wetaskiwin No. 10 by 10:00 am. local time, Thursday February 
12, 2015.  SEALED TENDERS must be addressed as follows:
TWIN LAKES PARK ATTENDANT TENDER
Geoff Lynch
Director of Leisure & Community Services
County of Wetaskiwin No. 10
Box 6960
Wetaskiwin, Alberta   T9A 2G5
Tenders are to be submitted on the Contract Tender Form.  Tenders must also include a current resume of the 
applicant.  Failure to provide all required information may result in rejection of the tender package. 
The County reserves the right to accept or reject any and all Tenders and to waive irregularities and 
informalities at its discretion. The County reserves the right to accept a Tender other than the lowest Tender 
without stating reasons.  By the act of submitting its Tender, the Tenderer waives any right to contest in 
any legal proceedings or action the right of the County to award the Tender to any Tenderer in its sole and 
unfettered discretion. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the County may consider any other 
factor besides price and capability to perform the work that it deems in its sole discretion to be relevant to its 
decision including, but not limited to the following:
Experience; Reputation; Safety considerations; Financial solvency; Cost of maintenance; Terms of delivery; 
Customer service; Quality of past performance; and 5% preference to local suppliers.

Please contact the County of Wetaskiwin No. 10 offi ce at 
780-352-3321 or stop by for a complete Tender Package.

INVITATION TO TENDER

Samara Paine
Pipestone Flyer 

 Tom Dirsa, a former coach and 
educator as well as a current free-lance re-
porter for the Pipestone Flyer, has recently 
released his fi rst written children’s book, 
Sweaty Eyes, based on one of his grand-
son’s real experiences.
 Growing up in Cape Cod, Massa-
chusetts, Tom had always had a strong in-
terest in history and archaeology, and origi-
nally studied anthropology and geology. 
Infl uenced by various teachers along the 
way, he instead decided to study to become 
an educator. After graduating, he moved to 
Alberta to teach, coach and work as a school 
administrator for many years. Through 
teaching, his love for children grew and he 
enjoyed seeing the wide eyes of young stu-
dents who were enthusiastic about learning 
new things. He loved helping and encourag-
ing kids to learn to read and write and has 
seen two of his former students publish their 
own books since retirement, one becoming a 
best seller. During his career as a basketball 
coach, he enjoyed encouraging kids to get 
involved in teamwork and physical activity 
through the sport. 
 Tom Dirsa was always inspired by 
his teachers and favourite authors, including 
Ernest Hemingway and Robert Frost. His 
love for writing came along with his love for 
stories and the ideas, messages and memo-
ries they can hold. Tom has used his writing 
ability to write various magazine articles, 
and a few books including an autobiogra-
phy of his coaching career. Since his retire-
ment, he has also been combining his love 
for history and writing to contribute many 
thoughtful articles to the Pipestone Flyer. 
With dozens of sitting stories in the making, 
he hopes to continue writing books for both 
children and adults. 
 Sweaty Eyes is based on a combi-
nation of a few true stories of his grandson, 
B.J. Having participated in basketball since 
grade four, B.J. was asked one day to fi ll in 
for a player for one of the junior high team’s 
games. Because of his ADHD, B.J.’s eyes 
would often water and he would simply dis-
miss it, saying they were only sweaty. 
 Tom also discussed some of the im-
portant messages he’d love to get across to 
both children and parents through his book. 
From his experience as a teacher and bas-
ketball coach, he wants to tell youth of all 
ages to do the very best they can in the time 
they have, “Success isn’t necessarily always 
winning - it is doing your best in the im-
mediate for immediate results. It is not per-

fection, but improvement. The outcome of 
your work isn’t important if you have tried 
your best and if you’ve done your best, then 
you’ve succeeded. You are a winner even if 
you don’t always win.” Another message he 
hopes children receive is the importance of 
teamwork, and using each other’s individu-
al gifts and skills to succeed as a team. He 
also stresses how important it is to see the, 
“bigger picture” as a group. Everyone on 
the team contributes and no one should take 
blame because they believe it’s their fault 
for the team’s loss. 
 Finally, he states that the things you 
struggle with should never limit your goals 
and dreams. You should never set aside your 
hopes because of what other people say, 
even if you really are limited in some areas. 
B.J., although he struggles with ADHD and 
is shorter than most of his teammates, was 
able to work hard and achieve his dream of 
playing basketball with his schools junior 
boys team. Towards the end of Sweaty Eyes, 
B.J.’s coach tells him, “…you played with 
heart and desire and determination... I do 
not know if you will ever be on a winning 
team, B.J., but I do know that you are a win-
ner!” 
 Sweaty Eyes is available for pur-
chase at www.dreamwritepublishing.ca for 
$8.95, and is also sold at the Artisan Markets 
in Leduc, Sherwoord Park and Edmonton. 
Tom suggests that Sweaty Eyes is around a 
grade six reading level and is oriented to-
wards the 8-13 age group. 
 Tom also hopes to continue writ-
ing to create a series of books about his and 
B.J.’s real experiences and true incidents. 
Through the series, he hopes to relate to 
children with ADHD, and wants to remind 
parents with children who have ADHD to 
have patience. He is also in the midst of 
working on a story about Lucky, an endan-
gered right whale, and those who are work-
ing to increase the right whale’s population. 
 Finally, he shared a few tips to help 
and encourage younger writers. “They say 
it takes 10,000 hours to get good at some-
thing, so write as often as you can! Writing 
to yourself or in a journal can be helpful for 
brewing ideas. If you just start writing, ideas 
will start fl owing. If you plant a small idea, 
just like a seed, and mull over it or simply 
let it sit, it will eventually grow into an elab-
orate idea. Write about what you already 
know and love, as that will make stories 
a lot easier to plan out.” He also mentions 
that since you never know how people will 
react to your writing, just go for it. No mat-
ter what, you can know that you succeeded 
nonetheless by doing the best you could.

Ascending Author 
In Leduc

Valentine’sValentine’s
Dine & DanceDine & Dance

Saturday, February 14, 2015
• Doors open at 5:30 pm• Doors open at 5:30 pm
• Cocktails at 6:00 pm• Cocktails at 6:00 pm
• Dinner at 7:00 pm• Dinner at 7:00 pm
• Dance at 8:00 pm• Dance at 8:00 pm

Singles • Couples • Non-members
Everyone WelcomeEveryone Welcome

Call for tickets (780)986-1455.Call for tickets (780)986-1455.
Tickets availble until February 5 by phone and at the bar Wed. to Sat. evenings.Tickets availble until February 5 by phone and at the bar Wed. to Sat. evenings.

$30$30
per person
per person DJ Pat DJ Pat 

TaskerTasker

Door Door 
PrizesPrizes

Leduc LegionLeduc Legion
Branch #108Branch #108

5210 - 50 Ave.5210 - 50 Ave.
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 It’s funny how that works. We 
need to expel energy in order to feel ener-
gized. So on a good day I try to exercise, 
otherwise I just take the kids out to the 
park or playground, for a walk. 
 Environment plays a huge role 
in creativity. When you surround yourself 
with good people, or place yourself in 
awe-inspiring settings, it rubs off on you. 
Think about when you travel to a new 
place and how good it feels to be in a dif-
ferent setting. It opens up your mind and 
gives you a different perspective. You feel 
refreshed and inspired. When I’m in need 
of a creative boost, I take the kids to the 
library or to a museum and if the weather 
is good we go to the beach, a garden, or to 
the zoo, wherever. The kids enjoy it and 
the effect it has on them is incredible. 
 Downtime is important. My son 
takes a good nap everyday, but my daugh-

ter refuses to nap, instead she takes ‘quiet 
time.’ During these times I write, make 
to-do lists, plan recipes, read, catch up on 
emails and phone calls, or check my face-
book. I don’t like to waste time on face-
book so I scroll through and if anything 
is worth reading I hit the save button and 
read at another time. Reading and writing 
is very relaxing especially when done on 
mornings, it’s a great way to start the day. 
(I need to get back into that routine, if I 
can get myself to go to bed earlier!) Late-
ly I have been writing at different times in 
different spots, today I’m writing in an or-
ganic café while my husband spends time 
with the kids. 
 A balanced life will naturally 
lead to a more productive life. If you live 
a busy life take mini-breaks. Making You 
a priority is ok; it’s important for your 
wellbeing and for everyone around you. 
Take the time to relax and take care of 
your body and mind, and do a little bit of 
the things you desire everyday instead of 
waiting to do it at a later time.

Finding Balance


