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TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the County of Wetaskiwin No. 10 has been asked to adopt an Area 
Structure Plan for the subdivision and development of 9 residential lots on the following land which is 
located 275 metres north at the intersection of Township Road 475 and Range Road 243, within the 
Pineridge Downs subdivision as shown on the accompanying map.

SW 34-47-24-W4M 
Plan 7722311, Block 1, Lot 1

Before considering the adoption of the Area 
Structure Plan, Council will hold a public 
hearing at which any person claiming to 
be affected by the proposed Area Structure 
Plan may ask questions or make their 
views known.

The hearing will be held in the Council 
Chambers, County Offi ce, 1.6 kilometres 
west of Wetaskiwin on Highway 13, at 
10:30 a.m., Thursday, December 10, 2015.

Written submissions will be accepted 
up to the time of the hearing and should 
be addressed to the undersigned at the 
County Offi ce.

A copy of the proposed Plan may be purchased at the County of Wetaskiwin Administration Building 
or by contacting the Planning and Economic Development Department at (780) 352-3321.

ROD HAWKEN
Assistant County Administrator
County of Wetaskiwin No. 10

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Wetaskiwin community celebrated the kick-off of the Christmas season Nov. 13 with the 
city parade.              photo by Stu Salkeld

Christmas smiles

Wetaskiwin RCMP,
emergency services see incident 

volumes increase
County councillors hear report from local RCMP commander, EMS boss
BY AMELIA NAISMITH
THE PIPESTONE FLYER

For Wetaskiwin RCMP, 
and most of province, the 
biggest concern when 
it comes to crime these 
days is property crime.

Insp. Fran Bethell at-
tended Wetaskiwin 
County council’s Nov. 3 
meeting to present the 
Wetaskiwin RCMP’s an-
nual review. She says 
while other areas such 
as mischief are also see-
ing an increase, property 
crime remains most trou-
blesome.

“This is a common 

theme many communi-
ties have been experienc-
ing in 2015,” said Bethell.

She attributes the 
climbing number par-
tially to the economic 
downturn and a series of 
heavily drug addicted in-
dividuals returning to the 
area. “They’re trying to 
support their habits.”

Tactics the RCMP are 
using to combat the 
criminal activity include 
bait vehicles, keeping a 
sharp focus on prolifi c 
offenders and helicopter 
searches of rural areas, 
“Hoping that we fi nd 
some stolen property on 

acreages that were a con-
cern to us,” said Bethell.

In September the 
RCMP caught a group of 
eight individuals plagu-
ing Wetaskiwin County; 
three were young offend-
ers.

Wetaskiwin RCMP also 
have an agreement with 
Wetaskiwin County to 
provide enhanced polic-
ing services for a total 
of 550 hours. Bethell 
says the enhancement 
program helped with 
the successes the RCMP 
have seen. “Our presence 
seemed to make a differ-
ence.”

Other areas of focus in-
clude counter-attack traf-
fi c check stops and drug 
enforcement. Bethell says 
while most drug dealers 
live right in Wetaskiwin 
people are migrating 
cross-county for product 
and services.

Coun. Gary Dearing 
questioned whether or 
not the possible legaliza-
tion of marijuana would 
cause additional concern. 
Bethell does not feel it 
will make a huge differ-
ence but says it is hard to 
tell until changes come 
into effect. “We’re typi-
cally targeting people 

dealing in more manu-
factured drugs.”

Wetaskiwin County 
emergency services

Director of emergency 
services Mike Zajac says 
his department has seen 
an increase in calls over 
2014.

“This year’s not even 
done yet and we’re pret-
ty much higher in every 
single department,” said 
Zajac.

Service calls from 
January to October ap-
proximately total: 28 
alarms, 36 EMS/STARS 
assists, 55 outside fi res, 
19 motor vehicle fi res, 23 

structure fi res, 66 motor 
vehicle accidents, fi ve 
gas odor/leaks, one water 
rescue, 11 mutual aids, 
two downed power lines 
and 29 others.

CAO Frank Coutney 
says in terms of outside 
fi res Wetaskiwin County 
was lucky this year, as 
most people seemed to 
respect the fi re ban in 
place due to the drought.

“We were pretty proac-
tive getting that ban on 
early enough,” said Zajac. 
He added, without the 
ban the number of fi res 
could have been “drasti-
cally” higher.


