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DEVELOPMENT PERMITS
TAKE NOTICE THAT THE FOLLOWING DEVELOPMENT PERMIT(S) FOR THE PROPOSED USE LISTED 
BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED IN ACCORDANCE WITH BY-LAW 95/54, LAND USE BY-LAW OF THE 
COUNTY OF WETASKIWIN NO. 10.

Development Permit # D16/264

40’ x 100’ x 23’ PERSONAL INDOOR RIDING ARENA: NW 18-47-26-W4M. This is a discretionary use 
as specifi ed by Section 2.3 (c) of Schedule B, Land Use By-law 94/54, amended by By-Law 15/10.

THE ABOVE NOTED PERMIT(S) SHALL NOT COME INTO EFFECT UNTIL AFTER FOURTEEN (14) DAYS 
FROM THE FIRST DATE OF THIS PUBLICATION.

Any person wishing to review the above application(s) or permit(s) may do so at the County Offi ce 
during normal business hours.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 686 OF THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT ACT, ANY PERSONS 
CLAIMING TO BE AFFECTED BY THIS DECISION MAY SERVE WRITTEN NOTICE OF APPEAL, ALONG 
WITH PRESCRIBED FEE OF $150.00 TO:

FRANK COUTNEY, SECRETARY TO THE DEVELOPMENT APPEAL BOARD

COUNTY OF WETASKIWIN NO. 10

P.O. BOX 6960

WETASKIWIN, ALBERTA

T9A 2G5

WITHIN FOURTEEN DAYS OF THE FIRST DATE OF THIS NOTICE.

NOTICE TO RATEPAYERS

RE:  TAX ARREARS
Please be advised that current year’s taxes are due December 31st, 2016.  All outstanding taxes on 
January 1st, 2017 will be subject to a penalty of 7%, as per By-Law Number 2002/40.

Tax payments received by mail MUST BE POSTMARKED no later than December 31st, 2016.  If 
the postmark indicates January 1st, 2017, the penalty will be applied.  Should you wish to drop off 
your tax payment on or before December 31st, 2016, a mail slot is located at the front door of the 
County offi ce for your convenience. 

The County of Wetaskiwin No. 10 Administration Offi ce will be closed on:

December 26th, 27th & 28th, 2016

& January 2nd, 2017

Notice of proposed change 
in land use classifi cation

TAKE NOTICE that the 
Council of the County of 
Wetaskiwin No. 10 has 
received an application to 
amend its Land Use By-
Law by rezoning part of the 
following land, as shown on 
accompanying map, from 
Agricultural (AG) to Rural 
Conservation (RCV):

NE 1-45-23-W4M

As per approved Area 
Structure Plan, if the 
rezoning is approved, 
the applicant intends 
to subdivide three (3) 
lots out of the quarter 
section. A copy of the 
Rural Conservation District 
outlining permitted and 
discretionary uses can be 

obtained from the County Offi ce.

Before proceeding further with the proposal, Council will hold a Public Hearing at which any 
person claiming to be affected by the proposed rezoning may ask questions or make their 
views known. As per the Municipal Government Act, any person affected, has the right to 
petition this proposal.

The hearing will be held in the Council Chambers, County Offi ce, 2.4 kilometres west of 
Wetaskiwin on Highway 13, at 11:00 a.m., Tuesday, January 10, 2017. 

Written submissions will be accepted up to the time of the hearing and should be addressed 
to the undersigned at the County Offi ce.

ROD HAWKEN

Assistant County Administrator

County of Wetaskiwin No. 10

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Alberta Agri-news
Sustainability and size

When evaluating the efficiency and prof-
itability of a farm operation, the size of that 
operation and how resources are allocated to 
meet its needs have a big bearing on the sus-
tainability of the farm business.

“The basic economic theory explaining 
how size affects a farm’s profitability is called 
economies of scale,” says Ted Nibourg, farm 
business management specialist, Alberta Ag-
Info Centre. “When more production can be 
achieved on a larger scale with lower average 

unit input costs, economies of scale are said 
to be realized.”

What does this mean to the average farm? 
According to the Agriculture Statistics 
Yearbook 2014 (the most recent published), 
the average farm size in Alberta is 1,168 acres. 
Average realized net farm income in 2014 was 
$27,488. In 2013, average realized net farm 
income was $16,734. If a farm family requires 
$60,000 per year to maintain itself, then the 
farm would have to be at least 2,350 acres to 
achieve this in 2014. In a poor year like 2013, 
the farm would need to be around 4,187 acres 
just to maintain a reasonable lifestyle. Some of 

the literature published on farm sustainability 
indicates that a viable farm size ranges between 
3,500 and 5,000 acres.

“If we consider the cow side of the economic 
picture in Alberta we find similar economies 
of scale. Using AgriProfit$ data from 2010 (the 
start of the profitability cycle in the cow/calf 
sector) one finds that the average contribution 
margin for Alberta beef producers is $176 per 
cow wintered. Using our $60,000 benchmark, 
it would mean that our reference farm family 
would need 341 cows to meet their needs, as-
suming all their income was generated from 
the cow herd. In 2010, some low cost ranchers 
were able to achieve contribution margins of 
almost $290 per cow wintered. They were able 
to achieve economies of scale on the cost side. 
A farm family with these kinds of economies 
would only need 207 cows to be viable.”

Economies of scale on the cost side can be 
realized by proper machinery sizing, says 
Nibourg.

“Taking our average farm size of 1168 acres 

and using a small Class 5 combine with a 
field efficiency of 8.5 acres hours, that com-
bine would only run 138 hours every har-
vest. Running the numbers through Alberta 
Agriculture and Forestry’s Machinery Cost 
Calculator, the cost per acre for that unit would 
amount to $53.87. If the farm manager could 
double the numbers of hours used every fall 
(either through renting more land or custom 
combining), his per acre cost would be reduced 
to $30.08 - a savings of over $23.79 per acre. 
On his 1,168 acre farm that adds up to almost 
$27,800. This is one way of explaining how 
custom operators are able to keep their charges 
under industry average machine costs. Custom 
operators are exploiting economies of scale by 
covering more acres and thus reducing their 
fixed costs per acre.

“These are but a few examples of why size 
matters in agriculture. They also help explain 
why we see a growing trend towards farm con-
solidation and the growth of larger farms.”

Submitted by
Alberta Agriculture and Forestry


