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CROP RESIDUE MANAGEMENT THROUGH BURNING
The 2016 growing season brought various challenges to producers across the province and in 
the County of Wetaskiwin. Extremely wet conditions resulted in many crops remaining in the fi eld 
throughout the winter.

Some of these crops will be harvestable in the spring, but many of them won’t be and producers 
will need to dispose of what’s remaining so they can move forward with seeding for the 2017 
season.

Some producers may want to burn the swaths or lodged crops left in their fi elds. Burning crop 
residue may be a reasonable option for some producers, but there are many things to be aware 
of prior to burning, including environmental effects, effects on soil, keeping the fi re under control, 
disposing of debris properly and possibly dealing with insurance companies.

If the crop is insured through Agriculture Financial Services Corporation (AFSC), please contact 
them before you make your fi nal decision regarding burning. Additionally, if there is considerable 
damage to the crop due to wildlife grazing, please contact AFSC and make an inquiry into 
the Wildlife Damage Compensation Program (WDCP).

Checklist for burning crop residue:
• Contact the Director of Agricultural Services at 780-361-6226 to obtain a permit
• When the Director of Agricultural Services comes on site to perform an inspection, these are 

the things they will be looking for you to have in place prior to issuance of a permit for burning:
◊ Fireguard (30m)
◊ Equipment on hand – one person per piece of equipment
◊ Water on hand
◊ Potential to make larger areas smaller
◊ Back burning

If you have any further questions regarding burning crop residue, please contact the County of 
Wetaskiwin Agricultural Services Department at 780-361-6226. Fire Guardians cannot issue these 
permits. 

Wetaskiwin County 
farm hosts University 
of Alberta ag students
Students get firsthand look 

at working local farm
By Amelia Naismith
The Pipestone Flyer

University of Alberta stu-
dents were in for a treat when 
they toured to the Poplar 
Grove Red Angus cattle op-
eration for some on-site educa-
tion about cattle and breeding 
practices.

Poplar Grove Red Angus, 
located west of Millet near 
Wizard Lake, is owned by 
Blaine and Sandra Meyer. The 
couple hosted three groups of 
ag students from the universi-
ty on their farm for the after-
noons of March 27, 28 and 29.

This was the first time Poplar 
Grove Red Angus had been the 
site of a university tour. “It’s 
great. It’s kind of an honour; 
and how else do they learn?” 
mused Sandra.

Sandra says the couple was 
contacted by another pure-
bred breeder, inquiring if they 
would be willing to host the 
tours, as the university did not 
want to send the students on a 
bus too far from the city.

Students were shown the ma-
ture cow pens, pens contain-
ing flush and recipient cows 
that are a part of the couple’s 
embryo transplant breeding 
practices, plus the bull pens.

“So then we just talked about 
how the flushing happens and 
how the recips (recipient cows) 
get the embryos,” said Sandra.

Sandra added the farm drives 
for quality over quantity. With 
60 head of breeding females, 
Poplar Grove Red Angus, 
established in 1994, primar-
ily breeds red genetics and a 
handful with black outcross 
genetics.

“We’re raising seed stock cat-
tle,” said Blaine. Yearling bulls 
are sold directly from the farm 
during the spring.

According to the Poplar 
Grove Red Angus website, 
“We do not creep feed our 
calves and we feel this gives 
us a better idea what our ge-
netics are doing on their own 
with only mother’s milk and 
grass … All calves are weighed 
at birth with no estimating of 
birth weights.”

A group of University of Alberta ag students visited Poplar 
Grove Red Angus, a farm located west of Millet, to gain first 
hand experience on a farm and learn about the operation’s 

breeding practices, March 28. Two other groups also visited 
the farm on March 27 and 29. Photos by Amelia Naismith

Ag students from the University of Alberta gained some 
on-site education at Poplar Grove Red Angus, located west 

of Millet, on March 28.

Blaine Meyer brings 
forward one of his bulls 
to give the University of 

Alberta students a closer 
look at the animal’s 

configuration. Poplar 
Grove Red Angus is 

owned by Meyer and his 
Sandra (not pictured).

Poplar Grove Red Angus, a farm 
located west of Millet, hosted 

three groups of students from the 
University of Alberta on March 27, 28 

and 29. Owners Sandra and Blaine 
Meyer walked the students around 

the farm and taught them about their 
seed stock cattle operation.


